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SUBJECT: HOLBROOKE CALL ON PREMIER 

REF: CODEL WOLFF CALL REPORT 

FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY RECORD OF EXCHANGE BETWEEN ASSISTANT 
SECRET AR HOLBROOKE AND PREMIER CHIANG CHING-KUO DURING THE 
CALL HOLBROOKE AND CODEL WOLFF MADE ON PREMIER APRIL 20. 

1 . HOLBROOKE SAID HIS VISIT IN CONJUNCTION WITH CODEL WOLFF 
WAS IN THE SPIRIT OF THE GREATER EXECUTIVE/CONGRESSIONAL 
COOPERATION WHICH HE HOPED WOULD CHARACTERIZE THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION. 

2. ASKED BY THE PREMIER FOR HIS COMMENTS, HOLBROOKE SAID 
HE WOULD LIKE O MENTION SOME SPECIFIC AND SOME GENERAL 
ISSUES. SPECIFICALLY, PRESIDENT CARTER HAD MADE HIS 
DECISON ON THE FOOTWEAR ISSUE IN THE HOPE THAT 
ORDERLY MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS COULD BE WORKED OUT. 

US/ROC NEGOTIATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT WOULD BEGIN IN 
EARLY MAY. IF AGREEMENT CANNOT BE REACHED, THE 
CONSEQUENCE WILL BE BAD FOR BOTH SIDES. (CONGRESSMAN 
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WOLFF AGREED, SAYING THAT IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE IF 
PROTECTIONIST MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WERE ABLE TO USE 
THE FOOTWEAR ISSUE TO OBTAIN THE ADOPTION OF RESTRICTIVE 
US TRADE POLICIES.) THE EARLY INDICATIONS THAT THE 
GROC WILL SUPPORT THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE WELCOME, SAID 
HOLBROOKE. 
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3. TURNING TO THE GENERAL ISSUE OF US/ROC RELATIONS, 
HOLBROOKE SAID THAT PRESIDENT CARTER IS DEEPLY COMMITTED 
TO THE SEARCH FOR WORLD PEACE. THE US HAD LOST ITS WAY 

IN RECENT YEARS, BUT ITS STRENGTH WILL BE RESTORED 
BY RENEWED CONFIDENCE OF AMERICANS IN THEMSELVES. 
PRESIDENT CARTER WILL ASK FOR SACRIFICE AND SUPPORT 
AT HOME, AND ABROAD IN AREAS SUCH AS NUCLEAR REPROCESSING. 
THE US WILL REMAIN INTERESTED IN THE PACIFIC AREA. 

4. WITH REGARD TO RELATIONS WITH THE PRC, CONTINUED 
HOLBROOKE, THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE US 
SHOULD MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION. NO DECISIONS HAVE 
BEEN MADE YET ON THE TIMING OR MODALITIES OF NORMALIZATION, 
BUT THE PRESIDENT IS CONCERNED AT ALL TIMES WITH THE 
FUTURE STATUS OF TAIWAN. US TALKS WITH THE PRC LATER 

THIS YEAR SHOULD CLARIFY THE ISSUES. THE CROC WILL BE 
CONSULTED ON ALL MATTERS AFFECTING IT AND THE US WILL 
TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE ECONOMIC, COMMERCIAL AND SECURITY 
INTERESTS OF THE ROC. HOLBROOKE ASSURED THE PREMIER 
THAT DEPUTY SECRETARY CHRISTOPHER AND HE (HOLBROOKE) 
WOULD ALWAYS BE AVAILABLE TO AMBASSADOR SHEN; AND ONE 
OF AMERICA'S SENIOR DIPLOMATS IS AMBASSADOR IN TAIPEI. 
CONCERN FOR THE CROC IS CONTINUALLY BORNE IN MIND AS THE 
US MOVES FORWARD TOWARD NORMALIZATION. 

5. THE PREMIER DID NOT RESPOND DIRECTLY TO HOLBROOKE'S 
REMARKS, BUT IN REFERRING TO HIS RECENT EXCHANGE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE WITH PRESIDENT CARTER, HE REEMPHASIZED 
THE GROC'S COOPERATIVE ATTITUDE TWARD THE US AND ALLUDED 
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AGAIN TO THE GROC'S BASIC POLICIES (SEE REFTEL). THE 
BEST WAY TO MAINTAIN US INTERESTS IN EAST ASIA, ASSERTED 
THE PREMIER, IS TO MAINTAIN THE STATUS QUO: OTHERWISE, 
INSTABILITY WILL RESULT. AS THE US CONSIDERS ITS CHINA 
POLICY, IT SHOULD VIEW THE ROC AS AN ASSET WHICH SUPPORTS 
THE US MORALLY AND SPIRITUALLY. THE PREMIER AGREED 
WITH HOLBROOKE ON THE NEED FOR MORE CONSULTATIONS. AS 
FOR FOOTWEAR, THE PREMIER STATED THAT THE ROC WILL TRY 
ITS BEST TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM. PREVIOUS ROC/US 
TRADE PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN RESOLVED THROUGH SINCERE 
CONSULTATIONS, AND THE PREMIER WAS CONFIDENT THE 
FOOTWEAR ISSUE WOULD BE RESOLVED IN SIMILAR FASHION. 

UNGER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 22-Apr-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TAIPEI02294 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 40-0242 
Format: TEL 
From: TAIPEI 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770427/aaaaawxw.tel 

Line Count: 110 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 9bf716a0-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2716518 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HOLBROOKE CALL ON PREMIER 

TAGS: PFOR, OVIP, OREP, TW, US, (WOLFF, LESTER L), (CHIANG CHING-KUO), (HOLBROOKE, RICHARD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9bf71 6a0-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



